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is great f) he drew the knife across his neck. In the mean-
while, however, the archangel Gabriel snatching Ismaeel
from underneath the blade, substituted a broad-tailed sheep
in his stead. Abraham, on unfolding his eyes, observed to
Hs surprise, the sheep slain, and his son standing behind
him. Then he and his son joined in prayer, blessed God
for this miraculous escape., and read two rukat prayers;
which prayers every one going to Mecca is commanded to
read ; not even excepting Mohummud, and all his followers-
After the sacrifice they get themselves shaved, their nails
pared, and burying the hair and nails in the same place,
bathe themselves. They then take off the pilgrim^s habit,
and consider the pilgrimage as- finished.
The act of shaving and bathing required to be performed
in the Meena bazar is attended with much inconvenience,
owing  to the  scarcity  of water and barbers.    However,
many of the rich, who are likewise obliged to observe these
customs, out of charity have the poor shaved and bathed at
their own expence.    Instead of a thorough shaving, one or
two gentle strokes made with the razor, or a small quantity
of hair  clipped  with  a  pair of scissors,  answers all the
purpose.   In bathing also, if only a cup of water be thrown
over the head, it is sufficient; or if water cannot be got,
tyammoom* (purification with sand or dust) may be sub-
stituted.
On this (the Meena) market-day very many hundred thou-
sands lakhs of rupees'* worth of merchandize are brought and
sold there. I have understood from pilgrims that the mer-
chants in the Meena market are so completely absorbed in
their commercial pursuits, that they have no leisure to at-
tend to their devotional exercises ; and that with the view
* Tyammoom.    Vide ch. xiii. sect. 1*